
 

 

Hello Huesken Middle School Families,  
 
I want to first thank you for your patience, kind words, and support as we work to re-establish a 
connection with our students and continue their education. Despite some technological hiccups with 
Schoology, I have been very impressed with the amount of activity that I am seeing on our new 
Schoology courses. It has been refreshing to interact with students and watch our team of teachers do 
what they do best: build relationships and grow students. I was optimistic before starting this week, and 
after the first two days, our students, teachers, and community have only solidified my belief that 
Conestoga Valley is a tremendous place to be.  
 
This first week on Schoology served several purposes. For one, this week was designed to engage 
students in enrichment activities that focused on material that they previously learned. Our hope was to 
ease students into this new format with review activities that would allow them to have the first week to 
adjust to navigating learning online, learn how to organize and manage their time, and provide time for 
all of us to trouble shoot any technology or connection issues. Students should continue completing the 
assigned learning activities in each of their classes through the rest of this week. Next week (week of 
April 6th), our plan is to start transitioning to learning experiences that advance through our curriculum 
and engage students in new learning. 
 
As we embark on advancing our curriculum, we want to be sure that we are not overwhelming our 
students by having too much to focus on all at once. To help our students focus their attention and 
manage their time, we have created a structure for the next phase of online instruction. Schoology 
courses have been divided between two focus area “categories,” Humanities, and STEAM. The 
Humanities focus area includes Schoology courses for English, Social Studies, World Languages, 
Music, and Health & Physical Education. The STEAM focus area includes Schoology courses for 
Science, Technology Education, Art, and Math. In an effort to help students manage their time, and 
focus their efforts on fewer courses at a time, we will alternate our new instruction on an every other day 
basis by these categories.  
 

 
  



 

Starting Monday, April 6th, students will start engaging in learning experiences that advance their 
knowledge with new material. These new learning experiences will continue to be offered through the 
same Schoology courses that they have been working in this past week. The big difference is that 
students will focus their attention on Humanities or STEAM courses on a given day, instead of all 
courses every day. I have attached a calendar that extends through April 30th (for now) to show which 
days will be Humanities focused versus STEAM focused. All courses will hold an optional virtual 
collaborative session (Zoom, or Schoology Conference) on the days that they are the focus area. In 
addition, all courses will hold a virtual collaboration session on Friday. These sessions are great 
opportunities for students to connect with their teachers and peers as they interact with the course work. 
No new learning will take place in these virtual collaborative sessions, but teachers may use interactive 
games to review material, or utilize that time in other creative ways to engage and interact with students. 
Please encourage your student to attend these sessions.  
 
In addition to the current courses that your student is enrolled in, I will be experimenting with an 
initiative that I hope to implement into our school next year. The initiative is known as 20% Time. This 
idea is not my own, nor is it new. 20% Time has been utilized by companies like Google to drive 
innovative change and inspire their workers to go above and beyond by providing them time to research 
and experiment based on their own interests. In an educational model, this would allow students to have 
purposefully built in time for them to explore, create, or learn about topics that they are deeply interested 
in or passionate about. Students will document their learning with a writing journal on Google Drive that 
not only allows myself and other teachers to engage with them in their interest areas, but also allows 
them to take the reins and drive their learning. This initiative is not about grades or credits; it is 100% 
about development, drive, and learning. I will be sharing more information about this initiative next 
week, but I wanted to provide a little information and insight when you see 20% Time on our schedule. I 
am very excited to experiment with this initiative and work to inspire our students to truly practice what 
we mean by taking control of their education, engaging in activities that will enrich and grow them, and 
practice what it means to be a lifelong learner.  
 
As more information becomes available, I will continue to communicate with our families. If you need 
anything, please reach out to any of our teachers, counselors, or administrators. We are here for you 
during this trialing time. Please keep encouraging your student to check their school email, log into 
Schoology to read daily announcements, and engage with their teachers as they work to accomplish the 
learning experiences that are being posted.  
 
We have had a strong start to our journey towards online education. Let’s keep working together to keep 
that momentum going. Together, we can continue to grow our students as we work to gain positives 
from a difficult situation.  
 
If	you	are	more	of	an	auditory	learner,	feel	free	to	check	out	this	video	that	explains	this	
information	to	students	(I	have	found	a	video	helps	them	go	back	and	listen	to	the	information). 
Stay well,  
 
 

Denis P. Quirk 
Principal  
Gerald G. Huesken Middle School 


